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teeth-cutting that is causing this use of tongue, lips and
gums. A little child has comparatively few ways of learn-
ing—his hands are unskilful, his eyes see, his ears hear, but
his mind cannot interpret many of the experiences; but
the senses of touch, warmth, cold and pain, in addition to
the actual sense of taste, and the sense of smell, are stimu-
lated each time he puts a thing in his mouth. The sense
of taste is very sensitive in childhood; indeed, it is more
sensitive to some stimulants than that of an adult.
Smell also is acute in young children and hence to say
'don't touch, don't taste, don't smell/ is equivalent to
saying f don't use your most fully developed senses in the
service of your most forceful urge to knowledge'.
It is generally assumed that in primitive society hunger
and the need of protection gave the main impetus to know-
ledge, but for the average child of to-day the necessities
of life come with little personal effort; hence if he is not
allowed to satisfy his curiosity, he will grow up with little
or no intellectual interest in the world around him.
It seems, then, that the problem that besets the educator
of young children is to surround him with things that will
be likely to rouse his curiosity and let him educate himself.
As a matter of fact, this plan has excellent results, and
many of the children who have lived a full life, that is
have done what they liked provided they did not make
themselves too great a nuisance to other members of the
community, have laid a far better foundation of knowledge
than the child whose life is carefully organized both at
school and at home.
In other words, before we can interest a child in the three
R's and the various branches of education that these skills
make possible to him, he must have a good deal of know-
ledge of the possibilities of his body and the properties
of his environment both social and physical. He must
learn by experience what he may do, what not, to men,
children and animals ; what use he can make of clay, sand,

